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enforcement and concerned citizens are 
all taking the necessary steps to pro-
tect our communities from the threat 
of methamphetamine usage and pro-
duction. 

This legislation addresses the dif-
ficult problem of meth lab remedi-
ation. Meth production, which occurs 
most often in residential homes, leaves 
behind dangerous toxic waste. In fact, 
according to the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health, meth production 
leaves behind up to 7 pounds of dan-
gerous chemical waste for every pound 
of meth produced. This waste presents 
a health risk to future residents and an 
environmental risk to the surrounding 
area. 

In 2005, in Minnesota, 88 major meth 
labs were discovered, each of which 
presented significant risk. Although 
Minnesota has strong local and State 
guidelines for dealing with meth lab re-
mediation, the Federal Government 
can still play an important role in 
making our communities safer. 

H.R. 365 will direct the EPA to re-
search and establish important vol-
untary guidelines for meth lab remedi-
ation. Furthermore, the bill will bring 
together local and State agencies, or-
ganizations and individuals to share 
their best strategies for cleaning up 
meth labs and determining when they 
are inhabitable. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is a nec-
essary step toward improving the meth 
lab remediation process nationwide. It 
will help local, State and Federal law 
enforcement safely move forward after 
discovering a meth lab, and it will 
make local communities dealing with 
the methamphetamine problem cleaner 
and healthier. I encourage its passage. 

f 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH 

(Ms. BORDALLO asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, Feb-
ruary marks the 44th annual American 
Heart Month, an effort to raise aware-
ness of the single largest cause of death 
for both men and women in this coun-
try, heart disease. Like the country as 
a whole, heart disease is the leading 
cause of death on my island of Guam. 

However, heart disease is increas-
ingly becoming an issue for Pacific Is-
lander women. In fact, a recent Centers 
for Disease Control study indicates 
that heart disease is responsible for 214 
deaths per 100,000 women on Guam. 
This is a staggering rate, and only 
through greater awareness and edu-
cation can we begin to confront this 
challenge. 

I urge everyone, Mr. Speaker, to take 
this opportunity to battle this disease 
by educating others about the benefits 
of healthy living and the risk factors 
contributing to heart disease. 

NEW NATIONAL SECURITY ESTI-
MATE SHOWS THAT THERE IS NO 
MILITARY SOLUTION IN IRAQ 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, the White House received a 
new National Intelligence Estimate 
from our intelligence agencies that 
confirms what we already know: The 
situation in Iraq is bad and likely to 
get worse. The NIE report concluded 
that the U.S. has little control over the 
day-to-day developments in Iraq and 
that there is a strong possibility of fur-
ther deterioration. 

The report also refutes the Presi-
dent’s claim that we could begin to see 
progress from his troop escalation 
within the next 6 months. Instead, the 
President’s own intelligence experts 
expressed deep doubts that the Iraqis 
will be able to gain any real control 
over their militias within the next 18 
months. 

They also stressed that the major se-
curity problem is not the presence of al 
Qaeda but instead is the Iraqi-on-Iraqi 
violence. The intelligence officials 
make clear that the political accom-
modations are crucial to reducing sec-
tarian tensions, but the report con-
cludes that the parties are unwilling or 
unable to make them at this point. 

f 

ADMINISTRATION DOESN’T HAVE 
ENOUGH SUPPLIES FOR TROOP 
ESCALATION PLAN 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, as Presi-
dent Bush moves forward with his un-
popular plan to send an additional 
22,000 troops to Iraq, it is crucial that 
this Congress take a hard look at how 
this surge affects our national security 
throughout the rest of the world. 

Last week, General James Conway, 
the Marine Corps Commandant, told 
the House Armed Services Committee 
that if troops were needed somewhere 
else in the world, the response would be 
a lot slower than we might like. Army 
Chief of Staff Peter Schoomaker went 
as far as saying that pooling resources 
for troops in Iraq limits our ability to 
respond to emerging strategic contin-
gencies. 

Mr. Speaker, after hearing all these 
warnings from military officials about 
the President’s escalation plan, Con-
gress must step in and voice its opposi-
tion in the name of protecting our na-
tional security. The days of rubber 
stamping the President’s war plans are 
over. 

f 

STIFLING IRAQ DEBATE IN 
SENATE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, democ-
racy is based on the free exchange of 

ideas, debating issues to find a solution 
reasonable people can agree upon. How-
ever, when it comes to discussing the 
most important issue facing our Na-
tion, the Senate Republican leadership 
is more concerned with giving the 
President political cover than engaging 
in a democratic debate of ideas. 

The Republican Senate leadership is 
even blocking the voices in their own 
party by filibustering debate on any 
resolution dealing with the war in Iraq, 
including the McCain-Graham resolu-
tion supporting the President’s troop 
surge and the Warner-Levin resolution 
in opposition to it. The consideration 
of these resolutions, especially the bi-
partisan Warner-Levin resolution, 
would serve as the basis for the first 
real debate on the President’s flawed 
Iraq war policy since the war began 
nearly 4 years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve a democratic discussion of ideas 
on the issue that is most important to 
them. Next week we will have a debate 
here in the House that will allow each 
of us to speak our minds on the Presi-
dent’s plan, and I would hope that the 
Senate leadership would allow the 
same debate over in the other Cham-
ber. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOYLE). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Recorded votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later today. 

f 

METHAMPHETAMINE REMEDI-
ATION RESEARCH ACT OF 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 365) to provide 
for a research program for remediation 
of closed methamphetamine production 
laboratories, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 365 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Meth-
amphetamine Remediation Research Act of 
2007’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Methamphetamine use and production 

is growing rapidly throughout the United 
States. 

(2) Materials and residues remaining from 
the production of methamphetamine pose 
novel environmental problems in locations 
where methamphetamine laboratories have 
been closed. 

(3) There has been little standardization of 
measures for determining when the site of a 
closed methamphetamine laboratory has 
been successfully remediated. 
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